
Introduction to
 Graduate Studies
 

ENG
5103:

 
We will use two websites: Blackboard for private communications (like
exchanging assignments, and keeping the gradebook), and a Wordpress site
for daily plans, online discussion, and sharing resources and ideas. Our
Wordpress is located at: 

  
 
 
You may access our website by to the other. The Wordpress may become
private, accessible only to those in our class, if the classes chooses to make
it so. You will soon be invited to be authors on the site. It’s intended as a
space to help us share resources and continue conversations outside the
classroom.   

  
This syllabus contains only introductory information and major project due
dates. Please consult our Wordpress to access online readings, details on
your assignments, resources for professional development, and more!

 

https://5103f18.wordpress.com
 

* Dr. Dundee Lackey, Texas Woman's University, Fall 2018 * Wednesdays, 6:00-8:50 pm, CFO 104 * 
 dlackey@twu.edu * 940.898.2159 * CFO 911 * Office Hours CFO 911 W 12:30-2, Th 12-1; CFO 104 F, varies, see website.

 

Hayot, Eric. The Elements of Academic Style: Writing for the
Humanities.Columbia University Press. ISBN: 978-0-231-16801-4.

  
McComiskey, Bruce. English Studies: An Introduction to the Discipline.
NCTE. ISBN: 978-0-81411544-2.

  
Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Broadway Books.
ISBN: 978-0-307-58938-5.

 
In addition, you will need: 

 sufficient time to devote to graduate study
 something to write with and on

 access to a computer with an internet connection and a word
processing program

 the ability to back up your work for safekeeping. (Consider using
email, I-cloud, Google docs, or TWU web space for this. If you don’t
already have an archiving procedure in place, it’s time to develop one!
My hope is that the work you do in this class will feed into and support
the other work you are doing as a student, teacher, researcher, and
writer, so you’ll want it to be in a safe place, for later.)

 

ENG 5103: "“Introduction to English study at the graduate level, with attention to scholarly
conventions and to common analytical and critical practices. Required enrollment in first fall
semester. Three seminar hours a week. Credit: Three hours.” This course fulfills a requirement for
the major. 

 

Course Description
 

Course Websites
 

Required Texts
 & Materials

 

Our readings, discussions, and writing projects will help you to:
 

Attendance, 
 Participation, 
 & Collegiality
 

Effectively employ conventions common among scholars in English, including
specialized terminology, appropriate documentation, source integration, and scholarly
genres, consulting as needed reference tools favored in the discipline.

 Perform convincing and accurate textual analysis using critical, close reading;
coding;or other methodological practices common in English scholarship.

 Accurately interpret existing quantitative and qualitative research relevant in the field,
including empirical literature in the teaching of composition and literature.

 Accurately identify and describe diverse branches and subfields comprising English
scholarship.

 

Learning Objectives
 

Though these expectations seem like a given for a graduate level course, I want to go ahead and
say them on the off chance we don’t all share the same ideas.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seminars are community efforts. You will benefit academically by participating fully in the
community, and the experience will ready you for the kind of interaction that is required in the
professional world. When you enroll in a seminar you make a commitment to others as well as to
yourself that you will be actively engaged in the work of the group. Excessive absences or failure
to engage fully in the activities of the class, for whatever reason, may affect your grade negatively.
Read all your assignments carefully, actively, critically, and on time. Come to class prepared to
discuss the readings and to write about them. You are expected to attend always, participate
intensely, and contribute substantively to the intellectual community. Your participation will be
graded on your understanding of the material, the depth of your engagement with the topic and
with your colleagues, and your contributions to the overall learning of the community.

 

You need to be here. If you can’t be, you need to make up what you’ve missed. Even if
you mare up the work, extensive absences  may result in a failing grade in the course. 

 You need to participate, both in and out of the classroom—not just if you are interested in
a given week’s work, but always, because at least half the responsibility for making
seminar  “interesting” and useful for everyone is yours. This means being prepared and
willing to engage every day. 

 Everyone is the course is a member of the intellectual community of this classroom. We
all have to consistently find ways to be helpful, engaging, productive, and decent to one
another. This doesn’t mean not asking hard questions, or not disagreeing with one
another—it means doing so in a way that opens and furthers the discussion

 



Grading is always a difficult subject, particularly in a graduate course. When I evaluate your course performance, I will
consider it in two ways: your daily performance and participation (preparation, attendance, participation in class
discussion and activities  generous and collegial interactions with other members of the community, consultations and
conferences with me, etc.) and your course projects. 

 

Grading
 

Assignments
 &

 Your Course Grade
 

Area 2:  Getting to know the field (20%)
 

Part 1: Field-forum-audience analysis (5%, due 9/19)
 Part 2: Read-around. (10%, due 10/10) Learn more about the field, and perhaps an

intellectual curiosity of yours, through reading/writing about a minimum of one year’s
worth of the relevant journal of your choice. 

 Part 3: Methodology Map (5%, due 10/31)
 

Area 1:  Where do you want to go? How will you get there? (20%)
 Complete a degree plan,  and a statement of goals. Due 9/5.

 

Honesty in completing assignments is essential to the mission of the university and to the development of the personal
integrity of the student. Cheating, plagiarism, or other kinds of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result
in appropriate sanctions that may include failing an assignment, failing the class, or being suspended or expelled.
Suspected cases in this course may be reported to Student Life. The specific disciplinary process for academic
dishonesty is found in the TWU Student Handbook.  
 
Plagiarism can become fuzzy when you begin pushing at the boundaries of digital rhetoric, so pay particular attention
to what constitutes “best practices” in the new spaces and forms you’ll be working inA student who plagiarizes her/his
writing may receive a final grade of F, depending on the severity of the plagiarism.

Academic
 Integrity
 

As a rule, I do not accept late assignments. 
 
Absence is not an excuse for late work (especially as you may hand in written work electronically). If you must miss
class when an assignment is due, turn it in prior to the due date. I may accept a late assignment, but only in extremely
extraordinary circumstances and (generally) with prior approval. However, even with approval, your grade on the work
may be reduced half a letter-grade for each day the assignment is late. Missed presentations may not be made up.

 

Late
Work

 
Writers (especially those working in new genres and modes, and with new programs or platforms) need readers.
While Ms. Johnson and I are happy to assist, we also encourage you to visit TWU’s writing center, The Write Site. 
 
Write Site services are free to TWU students. Any student can schedule up to two hours of appointments per week to
work one-on-one with a writing consultant, who can assist you with any phase of the writing process. As you meet
with a consultant, you’ll discover ways not only to improve the assignment you’re currently working on, but also
realize how to improve as a writer. 
 
To make an appointment, go online, call 940-898-2341, or visit CFO 131. Keep in mind that the entire university uses
the center, so it is best to schedule your appointments as early as possible in your writing process.

The 
 Write Site

 

If you anticipate the need for reasonable accommodations to meet the requirements of this course, you must register
with the Office of Disability Support Services (CFO 106, 940-898-3835, dss@twu.edu) in order to obtain the required
official notification of your accommodation needs.  
 
Please plan to meet with me to discuss approved accommodations, and how we may need to reconfigure learning
experiences to meet your needs.

 

Disability
Support
Services

 

You are doing excellent or outstanding work (research,
writing). You are participating fully and contributing to
the intellectual vitality of the class. Your written work is
at or near publication quality. You understand the
course material thoroughly, and have synthesized
across primary and secondary materials to develop
your own viewpoint.

 

The 3 to 3.5 range suggests you are doing strong
work, but it could be better. You are participating, but
could be participating more or engaging the
discussion more effectively. Written work is solid and
competent and shows promise, but is not yet ready for
publication. You understand the course material
thoroughly and have begun to synthesize what you've
read.

 

You are making efforts, but it is not particularly strong (some
problems with the research and/or writing).You are
participating only minimally, or your participation does not
show sufficient familiarity with the readings and/or does not
engage the discussion. Your written work shows only remote
or superficial understanding of the readings. You understand
some of the course material.

 

2.5 or less does not reflect acceptable graduate-level work.
There have been significant problems with writing and/or
research, little or no participation, missing or regularly late
assignments, little understanding or familiarity with course
readings, and/or clearly not understanding the basic theories
and concepts under discussion.

 

Due dates may change to better meet the needs of our learning community. 
 Changes will be announced in class, on Blackboard, and on the course Wordpress site.

 

Area 3: On Research and Writing (20%)
 

Part 1: Research Proposal (5%, due 10/17)
 Part 2: Conference Proposal (5%, due 10/24)

 Part 3: Annotated Bibliography (10%, due 11/14)
 

Final Portfolio: Professional Documents (30%, due during final exam period)
 

c.v.
 statement of research interests/research philosophy

 teaching philosophy
 conference paper and presentation materials

 conference presentation to be delivered during final exam period
 digital portfolio (containing the above)

 
Mock Interview Seminar (10%, November 5th, 12:30-2:30, Student Union 207)

  Requires advance signup (through Handshake; contact Career Services if assistance is
needed)

 Requires advance submission of a resume/c.v. (date pending)
 This value of this learning exercise cannot be overstated. Please make arrangements to

attend. It is worth 10% of your course grade. 
 



EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS INFORMATION – SYLLABUS INSERT 
Instructor: ________________________________                    Course: ______________________________ 
Building/Room#: ___________________________ 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS                                                                  Bad Weather Information Numbers 
All Campus: 911     Denton: 940-898-3430 
Denton Campus DPS: 940-898-2911/Campus Phone: 81-2911   Dallas: 214-689-6631 
Dallas Campus DPS: 214-689-6666/Campus phone: 82-6666   Houston: 713-794-2310 
Houston Campus DPS: 713-794-2222/Campus phone: 84-2222 

Fire 
 Leave the building immediately using the closest emergency exit, closing doors behind you 
 Call DPS or 911 when safe to do so  
 Assemble in a designated meeting area 
 Re-enter the building only when instructed by DPS officials 
• Do not assume an alarm is false 
• USE STAIRS, do not use elevators 
• If unable to exit the building, go to the nearest exit stairwell or safe area of refuge and call DPS or 911 to report your 

location 
 

 Nearest emergency exit: ___________________________________________________________________ 
  Primary designated meeting area: ___________________________________________________________ 

 
Tornadoes 
Severe weather, such as tornadoes, can require us to seek immediate shelter. Once a tornado warning is issued, it is 
imminent to take shelter in place actions.  
Shelter-in-place for Tornado Warnings: 

• Seek shelter indoors in a severe weather area 
• Move to a windowless interior room away from hazardous materials 
• Take cover under a sturdy object or against an interior wall 
• Wait for the all clear from Pioneer Alert before leaving shelter 

 
Active Assailant 
If an active assailant is in your vicinity, call 911 when it is safe to do so and provide information, including the location and 
number of assailants(s), description of assailants(s), weapons used and number of potential victims. 
  If in the same building as the assailant 
 Run: If it is safe to do so, try to get out of building. Have an escape route and plan in mind; leave your belongings 

behind; follow  instructions of police officers 
 Hide: If evacuation is not possible, find a place to hide where the active shooter is less likely to find you. Hide in an area 

out of the shooter’s view; provide protection; lock the doors; block entry to your hiding place; silence your phone; wait for 
law enforcement 

 Fight: As a last resort and only when your life is in imminent danger, attempt to disrupt and/or incapacitate the shooter 
by: acting as aggressively as possible against him/her; yelling; throwing items and improvising weapons; and commit to 
your actions 

If in a different building than assailant 
 Stay in room and lock and/or barricade door upon alert of an active assailant situation 
 Turn out lights in room and do not stand near windows 
 Be silent and keep others out of room 
 Remain in room until all clear alert 

 
Emergency Communications 
 Pioneer Alert is the university’s notification system that sends emergency alerts to phones, emails, and 

university computers. Maintain updated information through Pioneer Portal 
 Bad Weather Information Numbers will have messages regarding closures or delays caused by weather  
 Follow @TWUReady for preparedness tips and weather information and @PioneerAlert for emergency notification 

tweets  
 Media Outlets, such as WFAA, KDFW, KXAS, KHOU, FOX 26, will be provided campus closure information 

 
For additional information about what to do before, during, and after an emergency, review the TWU Emergency 

Guidebook in classrooms or online at http://www.twu.edu/media/emergency-management/documents/TWU-
Emergency-Guidebook.pdf 

 For more information contact Emergency Management at 940-898-3367 or email risk@twu.edu. 

Closest severe weather area location:  
 
_________________________________ 

http://www.twu.edu/media/emergency-management/documents/TWU-Emergency-Guidebook.pdf
http://www.twu.edu/media/emergency-management/documents/TWU-Emergency-Guidebook.pdf
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	Instructor: Dundee Lackey
	Course: ENG 5103
	BuildingRoom: CFO 104
	Nearest emergency exit: Exit room, turn right. 
	Primary designated meeting area:  Proceed to Red Bud Lane, in front of Arts and Sciences, at red emergency phone pole.
	Closest severe weather area location: CFO 105, or CFO 104 closet


